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Ho, for the New Atlantis,
Beyond Dry Law's Reach

îiirsty but Hopeful Promoters
Plan an Oasis an Hour's Ride

From the Battery
ÍBy Fred B. Pitney

HE terrors of prohibition
may soon no longer exist
for New York. At the worst

the "dry" spell may be
rtain definite duration and the
laybe so fixed that the private
of provident citizens will car-

r into the coming "wet" sea-

th a good margin to spare. In

nid-September, 1920, may see

d of the drought,
¡east, this is the promise of a

band of intensive workers,
iave been bending their ef-

- ffg with untiring energy since
unary 16 last to the solution of

* i problem with whicdi America
u faced on that day. There were

¡ne who gave way to gloom.
1ère were others who sought to
own their sorrow while time and
j means still remained. Yet
feers pinned their faith to lawyers,
stoutly and steadfastly main-

ined that no passing whim or fad
fancy could sway tho Supreme

«J-fert.that bulwark of the Consti-
Ikon and the rights of a free and
Ä:rammeled people.
¡INot so with the devoted band
¿.ose efforts, they would have us

ftieve, have finally been crowned
* <w± success. Amidst wailing and

llciieration, between lucubration
m the one hand and lubrication
m the other, silently they

-, I iived, ceaselessly they worked
-f;dden!y, as with a lightning flash

I'¡inspiration, one of them remem

¦red! Tine new Atlantis.that plaT
¦.'.:'» great mind brought forwarc

£ another crisis in the nation's his
V) and permitted to He dormán'

r îcause that crisis had passed.
The three men who compose th«

4 ind struck hands with every ap

j larance of satisfaction on thei
1 «aming countenances.

| "Ifs the greatest idea ever," the?
j agreed.
| Thus was the new Atlantis re

«I ¡covered, and with its discovery
i i are promised, the dangers of t

I "olonged drought will cease to ter
Éize the metropolis.

The new Atlantis is nothing mor«

less than a new land lyint
thout the Jurisdiction of any ex

ting sovereignty and yet withii
« n hour's sail by fast steamer fron

r.« Battery. It is sixteen miles eas

tithe Highlands of Navesink anc

Urteen miles south of Long Beach
U. Its latitude and longitude ar>
« degree« 24 minutes north an«

.degrees 37 minutes 30 second;
*t. Its location is given with thi

Iictitude in order that those whi
fl over the spot between now ant

.-ng may know that the ancien
¦"'' unbeautíful name of Choler;

'¦ wks should bo discarded and tha

|jpe a lovely island may soon ris«
Iton the sea.

1¡thout the Laxe
Two great advantages accrue t«
¡ new Atlantis. The first is that i

* three miles outside of the line de
J-arkmg the limits of the territoria

afters of the United States, ant

9¡» no constitutional provisions o

-endments apply to it. This re
irs with particular animosity t
:e Eighteenth, or prohibition
.sendment,

i -.* second advantage is that i
pli not brighten the waters of th
** until after the prohibitioi
Rendaient goes into effect, and thu
« "drys" will jtot be able by an;
!7 subterfuge to persuade the own
>rs of th© island to bring it unde
P* jurisdiction of this government
I Atlantis is different from an;
roer island that graces the sevei

iTas* It can be sailed under a
»(!¡ as around. The pleased an«

r-'ling traveler approaching it
Potable shores on one of the swif
W* crowded steamers which are ex
¦tied to leave the Battery ever;

|pr, day and night, for the ne\
l«-d discovers that he will have t«

***ken off the ship by a travelin«
Cr*ne, for there is a clear thirty fee
fetwean the «aland and the eea.
Th» new Atlaatl« was flnrt dii

(covered in 1894. At that time the
Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst was

engaged on a vigorous wet cleaning
of New York as distinguished from
the present dry operation. Many
things fell under the ban. The
Police Department became quite
unrecognizable. Prizefighting was
in danger of becoming a lost art.
In the endeavor to keep alive their
profession pugilists considered giv¬
ing their performances in full eve¬

ning dress. But the reformers were
determined upon a drastic cleaning,
and in this juncture Charles M.
Coen came to the rescue of the

jring.
Raft Wouldn*t Do
Mr. Coen had the brilliant idea

of a prize ring pitched outside the
jurisdiction of New York State or

any other state that objected to
pugilism and yet within easy reach
of the metropolis. Obviously, the
high seas was the site, but a stable
foundation was necessary, as fight¬
ing en a raft had been tried and
failed. At the same time all islands
within convenient distance of the
coast already had been preempted
by the United States. The thing to
do was to build an island.

With a map and pencil Mr. Coen
delimited the territorial waters of
the United States off New York and
then, with a small boat, a trusted
friend and a coil of hand laic
manila rope, went out on a gentle
spring afternoon and sounded the
waters off New Jersey and Long
Island outside the limits of the juris¬
diction of the United States.

The Cholera Banks was the site
selected for the new home of pugi-

llism. Over a surface approximately
five miles square the water was

found to vary in depth from ten tc
thirteen fathoms, while the bottorr
was of hard yellow and gray sane

mixed with broken shells. The lin<
marking the limits of the jurisdic¬
tion of the United States was three
miles west of the Cholera Banks
while a fast, oil burning, electrically
driven steamer could make the trir
to the Battery in four minute;
under the hour, all stops included

All Mr. Coen now needed was *

few enthusiastic backers wit!
plenty of money and an engineer t<
draw the plans and undertake th«
job of building the island. As í

preliminary to going after th«
money he wrote to the attorney;
general of Massachusetts, Rhod<
Island, Connecticut, New York
New Jersey, Delaware., Marylan«
and Virginia, sending them map
showing the location of the pro
posed island and asking them t«
promise him the protection of thei:
states in his project. The official
promptly replied that no protectioi
could be given to him, as the site o

the island was outside the jurisdic
tion of tho United States.

This was precisely what Coen wa

after. He had the written state
merits of eight prominent lawyer
and state officials that there was n«

government that could interfer-
with his plans. He could build hi
island and hold prizefights or di
anything he pleased on it, and ther
was no brand of reformers wh
could stop him. Coen struck onl;
one snag. He wrote to Richan
Olney, at that time United State
Attorney General, and asked hir
for the protection of the Federa
government. Mr. Olney repliei
that he would not give an opinio:
on a hypothetical case, but that i
the island were ever built th
United States government woul
state its position clearly and con

cisely.
Coen's next step was to try t

protect his island against the charg
of being a menace to navigatior
Accordingly, he planned a light
house as one of its principal fea
tures and went to Washington t

get the Lighthouse Board to cei

tify to the adequate protection t

navigation. In the mean time h
had failed to And an engineer to d

anything more than smile tolerantl

at tho whole scheme. Some of the
most eminent engineers of the
country all told him it would be
impossible to build an island on the
Cholera Banks.

Evans to the Rescue
The late Rear Admiral Robley D.

Evans, at that time Captain Evans.
was chairman of the Lighthouse
Board. He was an engineer of re-
pute. Captain Evans, on leave from
the navy, built the first all-steel
railroad bridge in this country.
the Baltimore & Ohio bridge over

the Susquehanna River, and taught
Andrew Carnegie how to cool the
huge I-bars needed for that struc¬
ture without their warping. Coen
told Captain Evans his troubles in
finding an engineer, and Evans said
the island could be built, and he
would find the engineer.
James C. McGuire, Captain Ev-

ans's nephew, was engineer of the
¡Treasury Department in charge of
the steel work for all the public
buildings in the country. CaptainEvans sent Coen to McGuire, and
McGuire got to work on plans for
the island. The first plan wat to
build a solid island, resting on the
ocean bed, but this was soon dis¬
carded in favor of a superstructure
on piles driven into the hard sand
of the Cholera Banks. William II.
Burr and Charles Sooysmith both
said it could not be done, but Mc¬
Guire stuck to the job, and finally

1 Colonel Roebling, who built the
foundations for the Brooklyn Bridge,
showed him how to launch his cais¬
sons, and McGuire was ready to start
active work. ,

June 14, 1894, at 0:30 p. m., the
cornerstone of Atlantis was laid.
At 2 o'clock that afternoon the tug
Aurora left West Twenty-second

Street. On board were Charles M.
Coen, Walter H. Hooker, Edward D.
Farrell, Leonard J. Waldron, W. J.
Duffy, Richard M. Walters, P. J.
Richards, C. M. Reynolds, W. O'Don-
nell, E. II. Robinson, J. M. Hopson,
Captain Howard Patterson, of the
llaytian Navy; J. II. Burroughs,
Dr. O'Sullivan, J. F. Anderson and

G. B. IT. McVay. At 5:30 the^u-
rora was over the mathematical
enter of the Cholera Banks, there
or thereabouts, and Quartermaster
Martin Harris, of the U. S.
Bache, laid the cornerstone of At¬
lantis by tho process of letting go
à buoy supporting a tin cylinder
surmountd by a small white flag

¡with a red border and the letter À
in the center.

"Harper's Weekly* for June 23,
1894, said:

"Atlantis is the name that will
hereafter dignify and distinguish a

location in the Atlantic Ocean about
sixteen mile3 east of the Highlands
of Navesink and thirteen miles south
of the Long Island shore. The old
and somewhat ill-flavored title of
Cholera Banks will surrender to that
of the classical Atlantis of Grecian

| mythology7. Here a palatial struc¬
ture is at once to be erected on

huge iron stilts.
"The foundations of this building

will consist of thirty-six iron cylin-
ders fifteen feet in diameter and
one hundred and twenty feet in
length. The piles will extend thirty-
feet below the bed of the ocean and
will be secured to each other, accord¬
ing to the claim of the engineers, by-
girders, cross bracings and in other
ways so as to defy the mightiest
storm wave that ever rolled in the
Atlantic. After the great tubes
have been placed in position they
will be filled with concrete, and the
foundation as a whole will represent
three dozen iron incased pyramids
of rock, rising from the depth be¬
low the ocean bed and towering
thirty feet above the level of the
sea,

"In the construction of the build¬
ing, wood and other inflammable
material will not be used, but the
entire superstructure w-ill consist of
bronze, steel, iron, glass and tiling,
thus making it fireproof in the full-
est acceptation of the term. The
style of architecture will be impos-
ing. There will be an amphitheater
calculated to accommodate 15,000
persons and a roof garden holding
3,000. From the latter place will
be witnessed a marine panorama oi
majestic transatlantic liners passing
near by and every other character
of water borne craft entering and
leaving the great harbor of the
Western world. Several private
piazzas for permanent hotel guests
and four extensive promenades are
other features of the plans, whicl
also call for a fishing pavilion, tele
graph and telephone offices, Turkish
Russian and sea baths, a photograph
gallery and various bazaars.
"The consideration of creating í

building out in the sea opens up ï

peculiar line of thought. As the
structure will be situated more thar
a marine league from the nearesi

shore, the United States can exer

eise no jurisdiction over it either ir
tho sense of interference or protec¬
tion. Atlantis may become an in
dependent power, with every right
according to international law, t<
form its own government and tc
prescribe its own laws. Thursday-
June 14, the flag of the new At
lantis was raised on a buoy anchorec
on the site selected, and a nev

autonomy was established on a sub
marine sand bank."

But Now Reborn
This is the domain that has beei

rediscovered under the whip an«

spur of the Eighteenth Amend
rnent. The project was abandone«
twenty-five years ago because th'
Legislature at Albany decided t>
allow twenty rounds of refined pu
gilism within the jurisdiction of th
state, and as soon as this decisioi
was reached public interest in th
new Atlantis lagged. But the Anti
Saloon League has given it ne*,

life. The only thing that could kil
the scheme this time, it is saic
would be the repeal of the Eight
eenth Amendment.
James C. McGuire stands read

to carry out the original plana fo
building the island. General Georg
W. Goethals, who built the Panam
Canal, says the project is perfectl
feasible if the steel supporting cy'
inders can be sunk in the ocea

I bed. Mr. McGuire says he knows
the trick of sinking the cylinders.i and he estimate* that the building
as originally planned could be erect¬
ed to-day at a cost of $7,500,000-
the building to cost $5,000,000 and
the foundation» $2,500,000. More-
over, Mr. McGuire places no limits
on the size of the island.

Hotel men are greatly interested
in the project. Edward M. Tier-
ney, manager of the Ansonia and
one of the leading members of th«*
New York State Hotel Men's As
¿ociation. said:

"Any hotel man would be gla.H
to undertake the management of
the Atlantis Palace Hotel if the
building can be put up at a cost to
insure a reasonable rental, and no
reasonable hotel man would be un
reasonable in his esrtimate of a

reasonable figure for such a project.
The hotel men are among the most
patriotic citizens of America. The;
have made in the past and ar«*».

willing to make in the future gre it
sacrifices for the national welfare.
If the original cost is not too ex¬
cessive I believe the scheme pre
sents great possibilities. There is a

spirit in this country that demands
freedom and rebels against re¬

straint. It is in the blood of our
people, and it will become more
pronounced in the future."

Mo Legal Barrier
Eminent lawyers consulted by the

promoters of Atlantis have given
their sanction to the plan. One of
these said:

"Atlantis is without the Jurisdic¬
tion of the government of the United
States. The only thing it is neces¬

sary for the owners of the island
to do is to conduct their affairs in
such a way as not to be consider«?'!
a public nuisance. In the event that
they did conduct themselves and
their affairs in that manner, it is
evident that the United States
could easily find means to suppre- =

them. For example, th«ay could
tighten up the shipping laws so as
to make access to the island im
possible. No one would cross the
ccean from Europe to visit Atlanti-
Hence, if it could not be reached
from a convenient port in this coun
try it would be a commercial failure
and would cease to exist,

"It would be impossible, also, tc
¿et up a separate government as a
definite and independent sovereignty
on the island, for the United States
could not tolerate an independen'
nation established at the entry t<
our greatest port and harbor
Hence, Atlantis must always reman
a 'no man's land.' Moreover, citi
zens of the United States cannoi
voluntarily throw off their citizen
ship and establish a new nation ir
some other place. The only wa;
they can discard their Americai
citizenship is by swearing allegianc«
to some other existing government
ruler or state. And as there is n«

government, ruler or state of At
lantis there is nothing for them t«
swear allegiance to. Hence, the;
must remain citizens of the Unite«
States, but owners of an island out
side the jurisdiction of any existin«
sovereignty.
"Within these limits the projec

of Atlantis is entirely feasible, an
neither the Eighteenth Amçndmen
nor any other provision of the Cor
stitution or the amendments ther«
to would apply to the island. Th
whole thing would depend entirel
on public sentiment. If publi
sentiment demanded it, the Unite
States could take possession of th
island by right of might, which
the only right under which it couj
act. There is no law to apply i
such a case. The future of Atlant i
therefore, rests on public sentiment
"Now, as to Atlantis as a bus

ness proposition?" said the prmotera.
"Ah-h-h-hr exclaimed the em

nent counsel, while Cr.sua turn«
over in his grave.
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// dreams come true, there will be established, fifty-six minutes by boat from the Battery, as indicated on
the map, a Mecca for the thirsty where the laws of the united States, including the Eighteenth Amendment, can¬
not reach. Above is the building which teas planned when the project was first advanced in 1891. A convenient
shoal, just beyond the three-mile limit, furnishes a foundation for the new Atlantis.

Hard Work Her Recipe for Longevity
Watertcnm, Ar. Y.

AN ARDENT horseback rider
and a firm believer in all
kinds of outdoor sport and
hard work in early life as

the things productive of long life
and good health is Mrs. Mary
Amelia Fonda, who celebrated her
eighty-eighth birthday December
17. She is a guest at the Henry
Keep Home, in Watertown, a pri¬
vate home for aged persons.

Mrs. Fonda is an optimist of the
most cheerful kind. She gets up
with a smile in the morning, smiles
when her playful saddle horse tries
to dismount her and is still smiling
when she bids "good night ane
pleasant dreams" to her fellow
guests.

Seated in a regulation man's sad
die, wearing masculine coat anc
trousers, Mrs. Fonda is a familial
figure each morning riding about
the residential sections and througî
the parks. Her mount is as spiritec
as his mistress, for he is Harry, th<
thoroughbred English show horse
formerly owned by Frederick S
Flower, of New York, nephew o:
the late Governor Roswell P
Flower. The horse Is a handscm«
animal, beautifully proportione«
and milk white in color. He wa

given to the institution by Mr
Flower some years ago. Harry i
one of the most noted horses in thi
part of the state and has a reputa
tion that is nearly national, fo
with other animals from the Flowe
stables he has appeared in the Mad
ison Square Garden show, at Ne*w
port and Orange. It is said tha
he has won more blue ribbons i;

] his time than any other horse of
his kind.

Mrs, Fonda is a native of Water-
town, but has lived in New York
and Detroit. She was born here
December 17, 1831, the daughter
of Benjamin K. and Lydia Mack
Gurnee, who were among the early
settlers of this north country.
When twenty years old she was

married to John H. Fonda, then a

farmer, but in later life a gene¬
alogist. They lived on a farm in
this section until forty years ago
when they moved to Detroit where
they made their home for eighteen
years. Twenty-two years ago they
moved to New York where Mr.
Fonda was employed by various law
firms as a genealogist. He died two
years ago and Mrs. Fonda returned
to her native city.

Mrs. Fonda was living in New
York when she observed her
seventy-eighth birthday and a big
reception wa3 given in her honor
at the" Presbyterian Church, Thir¬
teenth Street and Seventh Avenue,
of which the Rev. Mr. Hoadley was

pastor at that time.
"From the time I was married

'intil Mr. Fonda and I moved to
Detroit we always lived on a farm,"
saH Mrs. Fonda. "I always did
all" of my own work, that is, the
housework and such of the other
work about the farm as a farmer's
wife usually did in those days. We
had fourteen cows. I took care of
them and made butter which was

sold in the city here. There was

plenty of work for the farmer's
wife in those days, for there were

none of the labor-saving devices of
to-day. I once had a hired girl for
three weeks, but that was all the

I assistance I ever had. Of course,
the farmwork was hard, and at
times it tested even my disposition,
but somehow I could usually see a

bright side to any trouble which
might come up ami could nearly
rlways find cause to smile.

"I have an uncontrollable ten-
dency to see sunshine whether there
are dark clouds overhead or not. I
believe that plenty of hard work,
little worry, and an appetite that
does not exclude good things to eat,
added to a steady habit of taking
exercise regularly for the past forty
years, are responsible for my youth¬
ful spirit. I like to smile in tin-
morning, for if one gets up smiling
it will be easier to do so throughout
the whole day. Smiling makes me

feel very cheerful and it has a

power to influence others to smile,
too. Don't ever worry; let things
take their course. Worrying never

helps a bit, and it usually aggra¬
vates matters.

"I have always believed in plenty
of outdoor exercise and real hard
work. I am not able to take as

much exercise as I could a few
years ago and have had to forego
some of the more strenuous sports,
but I still enjoy horseback riding
immensely and I am not yet too old
to indulge in the sport.

"The poor health and short life
of many American women, I believe,
are due to the fact that they do not
pay enough attention to taking
proper exercise, and also to a lack

Î of acquaintance with real hard
work. If some of our women would
devote more time and energy to real
work and less to the following up
of fashionable fads I believe we
would be a better race. Of course,

one can't expect to be able to work
and to burn the midnight oil in a
ballroom or cabaret, too. Nor can
one get proper and beneficial ex-
ercise spending the afternoon with
the dressmaker or at a neighbor¬
hood tea.

"That circumstances of life make
it impossible for many women to
take up a line of work from which
they would derive physical benefits
is a probable fact, but many of
them could do much more than they
do in exercising. In my opinion
horseback riding is the very best
kind of exercise. It gives a perfect
and thorough massage to the entire
system, not only to the muscles but
to all the vital organs, as well as
the tissues, nerves, brain, blood ves¬
sels and ligaments.

"Those who regularly are prac¬
ticing horseback riding will not be
troubled with sluggish liver or bil¬
iousness due to constipation, for
the exercise in the saddle is above
all others an intestinal stimulant.
Nor under normal diet conditions
will the continual rider ever suffer
from the tortures of indigestion, as
the exercise is a most direct and
active tonic to the digestive func¬
tions.

"It greatly encourages, if not
compels, deep breathing, which in¬
creases the supply of oxygen and
so develops and strengthens the
lungs, which, in turn, cleanse the
blood.

"Aside from the general system¬
atic benefits resulting from riding
a horse, the exercise is delightfully
comfortable and gratifying and the
associations pleasant, for a horse is
one of the most friendly and agree¬
able of companions."


